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SC Sets Aside NGT Order to

Reopen Sterlite’s TN Plant..

Says National Green Tribunal lacks jurisdiction on the matter; Vedanta likely to move HC

Samanwaya Rautray &
Barani Vaitheesvaran

New Delhi | Chcnnal Vedan

Supreme Setback

SC.on Mon ruled ths
NGT lacked jurisdiction

NGT had on Dec 15 TNPCB and TN
stayed TNPCB's  govt challenged
NGT order in'SC

ho-

othukudl wil) remain shut for
now, with the Supreme Court on
Monday settingasideaNational
Green Tribunal (NGT) order al
lowing the plant to reopen, on
the ground that it's outside the
tribunal’s jurisdiction.

fedanta can now go to the High
Court against the April 9, 2018,
closure order of Tamil Nadu Pol-
lution Control Board amid local
unrestoveralleged pollution cau-
sed by theunit.
It is definitely a setback for
us,” Sterlite Copper CEQ PRam-
nath told ET. “But, on the me-
rits, they (Supreme Court) have
not said anything. It is only on
themaintainability”

Hesaid thecompany will most
likely move the Madras High
Court soon. NGT had on De-
cember 15 stayed the pollution
board’s closure order and allo-
wed the plant to operate with
the caveat that it undertook

certain ameliorative measu-
res. The board and the state go-
vernment challenged the NGT
order in the top court.

Abenchled by Justice RF Nari-
man on Monday ruled that NGT
lacked the jurisdiction to deal
with the issue, but said the com-
pany canrequest the High Court
foran early hearing.

The AIADMK government in
‘Tamil Nadu, which took severe
flak after at least 11 anti-Sterlit¢

to deal with issue.

verdict today is a reflection of
the commitment of our lawy-
This is a victory for Tamil
Nadu,” statefisheries minister
D Jayakumar told reporters in
Chennai

‘The top court bench, which lso
included Justice Navin Sinha, sa-
id no appeal has been provided
for against orders passed under
Section 18.0f the Water Act. Hen-

mentastothe NGT beingan ex-
pert body set up to hear envi-
mnmemdl matlers can be of
anyhelp,”

“If an appcllam authority is
eithernotyet constituted, or not
properly constituted, a leapfrog
appeal fo the NGT cannot be co-
untenanced... The NGT is only
conferred appellate jurisdic-
tion from an order passed in ex-
erciseof firstappeal, Where the-
re is no such order, the NGT has
nojurisdiction.”

The issue has been simme-
ring since 2013 when TNPCB
first halted the operations of
the Sterlite plant. The NGT la-
ter permitted the plant togoon
under cenam conditions. Ho-
e police firing on pro-
2018, chang-

=5

'TNPCB then withdrew the con-
sent to operate, forcing the plant
to

protestors were killed in police
firing in May last year, was qu-
ick to claim credit for the Supre-
me Courtorder.

“We had vowed to undertakea
legal battle and the favourable

havetoberejected”.

n appeal being a creature
of statute, an order passed un-
der Section 18 of the Water Act
is either appealable or it is not.
If it is not, no general argu-

NGT had stayed this, permit-
ting the plant to reopen but the
board and the state government
refused permission and chal-
lenged the NGT decision in the
topcourt.

...Refuses to Stay CCI’s Monsanto Probe

Fair trade regulator’s
investigating alleged
anti-competitive
policies followed by co

Samanwaya.Rautray
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Mon(la» refused tostay a CCI

vicarious liabilit

A bench led by Justice SA Bob-
de, whois nextinlinetobe CJ1 af-
ter Chief Justiceof India Ranjan
Gogoi demits office later this ye-
ar rejected a plea by senior advo-
cate Dhruv Mehta against the
Delhi HC order of December 18,
2018, refusingit.

‘gued that company of-
ficials and directors were being
called upon to supply informa
tion even before a finding of guil-
ty had been rendered under Sec-
tion 27 against the compan, But

petitive. palicies followed by
Monsantoandtherole played by
its officers and directors and
their conduct in assisting such
behaviour.

arof it.
‘No status quo, stay 15 requxmd
quaindividuals,” hesaid,as“not-
hing is happening _(against
them)”.“Held guilty isfar away. It
ma» never happen,” Justi lceBob

The bench, however, issued
notices on the petition and
directed thatitbe tagged forhe-
aringwith thecompany’sappe-
alpending in court against the
probe. Senior advocate Jayant
Bhushan appeared for the CCI
inthe hearing. Advocate Pukh-
rambam Ramesh Kumar isalso
on caveat for the local seed

companies.

The probe was
initiated at the in-
stance of local se-
ed companies, in-
cluding Nuzivee-

du Seeds, a former licensee of
Monsanto.
he HC has earlier set aside
the order. In appeal, Monsanto
has argued that there was 1o
t

Under the law of

this country, directors and
others in managerial positions
can also be punished for anti-
competitive behaviour for their

ticoDecpak Gupts said

“Don't allow yourself to feel
the pressure,” he observed
‘when Mehta insisted.

question of

vicarious liability of directors
et al even before any finding
has been rendered against the
company. This would prejudice

thedefenceof theofficers, itsa-
id. The commission of an offen-
ce is an express condition toat-
tract the vicarious liability of
others, it said.

The CCI had asked on Feb 18,
2016, asked the DG to probe the
allegations levelled by the seed
companies.

The DG sought information
about the role of directors, ma-
naging directors, whole time
directors and other persons in
managerial position in thelast

2

years.
Since then Monsanto has chal-
lenged the order in the High Co-
urtand thefopeourtforastay of
the order: CCI has fined both
Monsanto Holdings and Ma
onsanto Biotech (Indiz)
with penalties of 250 lakh each
but hasn't insisted on recove
ring it yet from them till a final
adjudication on the issue from
thetop court.

Doctorsin
Kashmir Plan
toBoycott
Macleods,
Intas Pharma

DivyaRajagopal & Vishal Dutta

Mumbai | Ahmedabad: Doctors in

ristattack of February 14,

Mumbai: Real estate industry body Con-
federation of Real EstateDevelopers' As-
sociations of India (CREDAI) has propo-
sed tooffer houses free of cost tofamilies
of the 40 Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) martyrs in the Pulwama terro-

The industry body has proposed to offer

CREDALI to Offer Free Homes to
Families of Pulwama Martyrs

OurBureay

SBI to Waive Loans of 23

Kashmir have decided to boycott
Macleods Pharmaceuticals and In-
tas Pharmaceuticals over the deci-
sion of the two companies to su-
spend a medical representative,
who had posted a Facebook status
message which these companies

each family a two-bedroom house in the

respective home cities or
states of the slain CRPF

Soldiers Killed in Attack

NEW DELHI: State Bank of India on Monday saidit
would waiveall outstanding loans taken by 23
CRPF personnel who were killed in the Pulwama
terror attack. The state-owned lender would also
expedite payment of insurance amount of 230
lakh each tothe families of CRPF personnel killed.

Allthe CRPF soldiers were customers of the

@ S

malland

of the brave mar

considered
The comblne(l business of the two
gonipaiilens Kashmir is about 2100

croreayear
“Wo are In talks with the doctors
regarding this boycott. There is an-
guish in the state post the Pulwama
attack. Weare hoping this will settle
down,”saidanexecutivefromoneof

“We offer our heartfelt
condolences o thefamilics

ty

As
suppon and

bank under Defence Salary Package where the
bank provides insurance of 30 lakh to each of
the defence personnel. SBI said itis taking steps.
toexpedite release of insurance money to the
nextofkin. “23 soldiers had also availed of

solidarity, CREDAI offers top

houses to the victims’ famlhea in their
respective cities and states. The entire

nation stands with them during this ex-
tremely difficult phase,” said CREDAI

president Jaxay Shah. He
added that the association
would also provide free ma-
intenance for these houses
overaperiodof fiveyears.

to
waive offallthe outstanding loans with imme-
diateeffect,” itadded. - PTI
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the two companies, requesting not
tobe identified.

Dr RIy’wAhmad mga the: ﬂmkcs
man of the

Kashmir, told ETunlhe phone lhat
the association had not taken a de-

(' ion to boycott
— pharma_com-
combleed  panids, “Butif sy
businessof  individual member
thetwocosin  Wants to take this
Kashmiris  call, they arefree to

Last week, Macle-
ods _ Pharmaceuti-
cals, one of the top five Indian drug
compenies, had said it was suspen
dingits executive Riyaz Ahmed Wani
furwntmgal-ar.ebock post that glori-
fied the February 14 Pulwama terro-
ristattack in which 40 Central Reser-
vePolice Force personnel were kill

“Takingcognizance of thesamehe
has been suspended immediately
pendinginquiry. Asanorganisation
we do not support such anti-natio-
nalsentimentsand thereisazeroto-
lerance towards such behaviour.
Within seven days the inquiry shall
be concluded, and a final decision
shall be made, and if he is found gu-
ilty he shall be terminated,
Macleods Pharmaceuticals executi-
ve, whodidnot wish to be identified.

Theexecutivesaid Wani had apolo-
gisedforhis post.

Followingthe Pulwamaattack, Ah-
medabad-based Zydus Cadila had
alsosuspended oneof itsemployees

Iabal Hussain, a
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2013
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i,

Rules), the details

‘Company),
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/) from year

2011 to 2017 have been uploaded on the website of the Company ~
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SALE oF SECURED ASSETS OF
RATHI SUPER STEELS LTD.

Ghaziabad, UP equipped with SMS,
TMTRM and WRRML in more than 20
Acres s being held by Consortium

ir. Sanjay Sharma, Director:
TECHNOCRAFT FINANCIALSERVICES PYT.LTD.
Coonaught Place,N. Ol + OF10026326 /610029386
AUTHORISED RECOVERY AGENCY.

U.S. Green Card via EB - 5 Inves

A path

CIT

DATES - FEBRUARY 19 to 22, 2019

MUMBAI
HOTEL - ST.REGIS, LOWER PAREL

«Foreign investor and immediate family L. spouse and

heldinphysicalformor indematform, to EPF Demat Account.
The concerned Sharehalders are therefore informed to promptly contact the
Company at the registered offce or the Registar and Share Transer Agent of the

Company - W

ink Intime India Private Limited at &

wer, 102 and 10

3, Shangrla

Comples,1stloor, Opp. HDFC Bank, Near Radhakrishina Char Rasta, Akota, Vadodara -

390020, Tel
unpaid dividend.

No.: 02652356794, c-ml: epf.shares@linkintime.co.n o claim the

Demat Account can be claimed back from the IEPF Authority after following due
procedure prescribed under the Rules.

Vadodara | February 18, 2015

jay to Permanent Residency for Foreig

Meet us for a Private Consultation

E mail Us to Book Your Consultation:
sbhatt@primarylic.com

+91 98 333 27049 / 93 266 88458

tiveat the company'’s respicare divi-
sion in Srinagar - for postingan of-
fensive message on Facebook.

Zydus Cadila managing director
Sharvil Patel told ET, “Lactually ha-
venocomments. What we have done
is what we have done because it is
notright, Beyond that we don't have
any comment.” He said he had not
received any communication regar-
dingaboycott in Kashmir.

Queries sent to dabad-ba

residency via E8-5
«Avoid -, -, or H1-B Vsa orLottery

«Permanent residency grants investor and familyth right
toreside, work, o tudy anywhere inthe United States

For Schaeffler India Limited

Fermerysoown

sl

Chirag K.Shukla
ompany Secretary

ment
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® U.S. Mobile : +1-704-930-8179
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X

sed Intas Pharmaceuticals did not
elicit any response till press time
onMonday.
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